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Broken Head Coastal Corridor Restoration 2014 - 2017
by Rhonda James
The Brunswick Landcare’s three year NSW Environmental
Trust funded project “Broken Head Coastal Corridor
Restoration Project” will be completed in mid August. The
project has undertaken restoration on 79 ha over eight
adjoining properties at Broken Head which are adjacent to
Broken Head Nature Reserve. The project has controlled
environmental weeds being mainly Cherry Guava which is the
dominant weed invading the high conservation value native
vegetation. The project has also included a planting of 1100
plants to link native vegetation, and community and
landholder workshops.
The NSW Environmental Trust funds have been used to
employ local bush regenerators to undertake the weed control
and planting on the properties.
Broken Head Landcare
The project has included
the formation of Broken Head Landcare with the local landholders
forming the core of the group and planning to encourage the
participation of additional landholders. If interested please contact
Alison Ratcliffe on 02 66267028 or Annette McKinley on 02
66854430. An information day will be held later in the year.
Broken Head
Landcare
members
inspection an
area prior to
regeneration
works
Bush regenerator showing
landholder how to drill and inject
Cherry Guava
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War on Waste Day - Byron Shire
Saturday August 26th from 11-30-3.30
There will be three screenings of episodes of War on Waste inside the Mullumbimby Council Chambers.
While outside in the grounds surrounding the Chambers there will be activities, demonstrations and
workshops, including:


Honey wax wrap making



Jewellery repairs and upcycling, clothing swap



Composting for beginners



How to make a bag out of a Tshirt without a sewing machine,



Plastic Perfect Match (bring along your lonely plastic containers and lids who've lost their partners and give them a
chance to find love again

For information contact Sasha Mainsbridge, Founder - Program Coordinator Mullum Cares on 0422 641
474 Check out the facebook page for more info!
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Australian Native Foods…the Future
The latest industry event presented by Northern Rivers Food looks at the future of the Australian Native
Foods Industry in the Northern Rivers.
Native foods are being embraced by our best chefs and food manufacturers, transcending their old “bush
tucker” status, and are very much part of our restaurant fare in the Northern Rivers region. But what’s
next? What are the new opportunities & trends looming on the horizion for our local producers, food
service, food manufacturers & growers in our region?
Facilitator for the evening, Amy Colli from Gastronomic Goodness, will guide a lively Q&A panel
discussion about new directions & opportunities for our local food industry.
The expert panel will include Karen Perks from First Food Co, Rebecca Barnes from Sustainable Food
Farm, Anthony Hotson from Rainforest Foods, Fiona Kerwin from Caviar Lime Company and Lisa Carroll
from Native Extracts.
Wednesday 16 August 5:30-8:30pm, The Spotted Pig, Lindendale Tickets are $50 for NRF
Members or $65 for non-members.

Brunswick Valley Landcare Committee Members Needed
Brunswick Valley Landcare is looking for new Committee members. The committee meets in
Mullumbimby on the 2nd Thursday of each month, in a relaxed and informal atmosphere. Meetings take
less than 2 hours, between 5 and 7pm. Please contact brunswickvalleylandcare@gmail.com for more
information.

The August issue of Village Eco
News is now available with a really
interesting story from a new
landcare volunteer.

http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Village-Eco-News-Issue-13-August-2017.pdf

Biosecurity Act launched
The new NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 has now been launched. It replaces 14 outdated
Acts with cohesive framework for protecting the State from the threat of diseases,
pests, weeds and other contaminants. Under the new Act, everyone has a general
biosecurity duty – this means anyone who deals with biosecurity matter is required to
prevent, eliminate or minimise any biosecurity risks they encounter.
The new framework is a smarter way of managing biosecurity risks through threat monitoring and
management tools, emergency response powers and community education, rather than the old
prescriptive regulatory approach. Read the Minister’s media release or visit the NSW DPI Biosecurity
website.
Changes to Private Land Conservation in NSW
With the new Biodiversity legislation there will be a roll out of new arrangements for conservation on
private lands. If you have or are interested in private land conservation agreements such as Land For
Wildlife, Wildlife Refuges or Conservation Agreements, we recommend reading the updates via the NSW
Government land management website.
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Strategic approach to weeds
North Coast Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan is one of eleven
regional plans launched across the state to safeguard the state against
the threat of weeds. The impact of weeds on Australian agriculture is
estimated to be $2.5 billion in lost production and $1.8 billion in control
activities every year. The Plan sets the vision for weed management and
outlines strategies and actions that focus on shared responsibility for
weed management, sustainable landscapes and collaborative leadership and innovation. In the plan
you will find a list of priority weeds – Appendix 1 and 2 make interesting reading.

New erosion management in macadamias guide
North Coast LLS has been working with NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI)
and industry consultants to develop the latest guide on Integrated Orchard Management for macadamia
growers. The new guide offers strategies to improve erosion management in macadamia orchards.

A celebration of clouds
This NASA video presents a variety of images showing different cloud formations across the globe.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7r-HzeOO4I

Building nature’s safety net 2016
This report from the World Wildlife Fund concludes that despite massive growth in conservation reserves
on private land and Indigenous areas, Australia is failing to adequately protect its unique biodiversity.
Some 1691 Australian ecosystems and 121 species of national significance lack any representation in
protected areas. http://apo.org.au/system/files/96836/apo-nid96836-349256.pdf

CSIRO survey on recent ecological change
CSIRO is researching recent ecological change and is looking for participants who can choose an area
they have known well for more than 10 years, and describe the types and potential causes of ecological
changes they have seen there. The survey closes at the end of August.
https://research.csiro.au/biodiversity-knowledge/projects/recent-history-climate-driven-ecological-changeaustralia/reca-survey/

STORIES to inspire and give you hope
Support for the Great Koala National Park is growing!
by NBN News
National Parks Association staff and members have been meeting with local councils to discuss the
opportunities around the Great Koala National Park. The community responses have been
overwhelmingly positive! Have a look at this NBN news clip! Please add your
support! https://actionsprout.io/B4953F
http://www.nbnnews.com.au/…/…/calls-for-koala-national-park/
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Coral trees – going, going, gone forever
by Wilsons Creek Huonbrook Landcare

Wilsons Creek Huonbrook Landcare celebrates the end of its 3 year Environmental Trust funded Coral
Tree Eradication Project.
We live, work and play in the far reaches of the Richmond tributaries of Wilsons and Coopers creeks,
west of Mullumbimby. Once, our creeks were lined with patches and tangles of coral trees, which
dropped live wood into the creek to be carried by floodwaters way down stream.
Today we believe that coral trees are almost eradicated from our project area, including more than 20
km of creek (but we will continue vigilance and follow up). Although a lot of resources have been
required ($100,000, lots of in-kind and community support), this project is extremely cost-effective. There
will be no reinfestation because we work downstream from the extremities of the creeks.
Luckily, we have had very few seed-producing Cockscomb Coral Trees to deal with and our experienced
contractors have effectively killed all the wood of the prolific, but non-seed producing, Erythrina x sykesii.
Natural regeneration of subtropical rainforest species is filling the gaps and
we've done some planting too. Huge thanks to all involved!
To find out more contact wilsonscreeklandcare@yahoo.com.au

Land for Wildlife
Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife Grant
The foundation for National Parks and Wildlife recently announced the 2017
recipients of its annual Private Land Conservation Grants program, which is assisted
by the NSW Government through its Environmental Trust.
Brunswick Valley Landcare will receive $5,976 over three years to hold a series of
field days in order to give landholders the resources and knowledge to be able to
better manage their properties for biodiversity.
Brunswick Valley Landcare have signed up 20 properties since taking on the
regional provision of the Land for Wildlife program in Byron Shire in May 2016.
Previously, Byron Shire Council had signed up 85 properties to the program, making
a total of 105.
Land for Wildlife encourages landholders to manage their properties for biodiversity and wildlife habitat
and gives members access to a community of like-minded people. Land for Wildlife members are also
eligible to apply for a $1,500 private land conservation grant from the Foundation for National Parks and
Wildlife every year for onground works.
The field days and workshops will focus on topics such as:
 How to attract wildlife to your property, the role of nest boxes - their installation and monitoring,
 Property planning,
 Common weeds and bush regeneration techniques,
 Wildlife corridors and threatened species in our region,
 Riparian restoration and erosion control, wildlife friendly and flood zone fencing,
 Planting 101 – species selection, site preparation, seasonal timing, provenance and genetics.
Watch this space for more details on the field days!
Want to join Land for Wildlife please contact Alison 6626 7028 alison.ratcliffe@byron.nsw.gov.au
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Regent Honeyeaters by Birdlife Australia
Last year, the Regent Honeyeater Recovery Team was
astonished when they heard the news that one of their captivebred birds—released in the Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park in
north-eastern Victoria—had been seen at Outtrim, in South
Gippsland, 270 kilometres away. Now the bird has returned once
more to the Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park, and the mood is
jubilant.
You can imagine the excitement when a volunteer participating
in the Regent Honeyeater Community Monitoring project recently
identified the bird, known as ‘Yellow Yellow’ (named after the combination of colour-coded bands
attached to its legs), back in the Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park once more.
“This 540-kilometre journey sets a new benchmark for the longest confirmed distance travelled by a
release bird,” said Dean Ingwersen, BirdLife Australia’s Regent Honeyeater Recovery Co-ordinator.
“Previously, [captive-bred] birds have been sighted up to 100 kilometres from their release site,” he said,
“and it's close to the longest recorded distance between observations of a wild banded bird of almost 600
kilometres travelled.”
“This sighting is so important—it increases the potential for many more released birds to be doing well in
areas further afield than we can survey.”
Yellow Yellow, a male Regent Honeyeater, is one of seven captive-bred birds released in 2015 that have
been recorded in the wild at least 12 months after they’ve been released. On his return to Chiltern, he
was seen courting several female Regent Honeyeaters that had been released into the wild last April.
Yellow Yellow's journey demonstrates the potential for many more captive-bred birds that have been
released into the wild to be out there waiting to be identified. BirdLife Australia requests that everyone
keeps an eye out for Regent Honeyeaters, no matter where you are, as the birds tend to move more
widely as the weather begins to warm up.
If you see a Regent Honeyeater with bands on its legs, please call us on 1800 621 056 with details.
http://birdlife.org.au/media/roaming-regent-returns/

Baby Leadbeater possum sighted by Emma Chessell, Australian Geographic
THIS RARE FOOTAGE filmed by volunteers from WOTCH – the Wildlife of the Central Highlands –
shows an independent juvenile Leadbeater’s Possum feeding in the wild.
As well as tree sap and other exudates,
Leadbeater’s live on small arthropods - like
the insect being snapped up here by this
youngster.
Leadbeater’s are considered an indicator
species. Where they are present, it’s likely
you’ll find mature forest nearby that can
support other species too. Where
Leadbeater’s numbers drop it can be a
warning for the wider ecosystem. Read the
rest of the story and view the video here
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2017/07/video-baby-leadbeater-possum-sighted
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FUNDING
Do you have a great project and need funds to make it happen?
You can find more information on available grants on the Brunswick Valley Landcare website including a
calendar of all grants expected to be available during 2016. There are also some handy tips on how to
be successful with grant applications. Below is a summary of grants which are currently accepting
applications and ones that are anticipated to open within the next month.
http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/funding/

Richmond Stronger Communities Grant Programme
Local governments, community groups, sporting clubs, and other non-profit organisations can apply.
Funding for capital and equipment is available between $2,500 & $20,000 - please note that your
organisation will need to provide 50% matched funding in cash or kind. Please contact my office on 07
55 234 371 for further information. Applications close: 28 September 2017 5:00 pm AEST.
https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Stronger-Communities-Programme

The 2017 NSW Fish Habitat Action Grants
Once again over half a million dollars has been made available through the
NSW Recreational Fishing Trusts, with grants up to $40,000 available.
This is a great opportunity to improve local creek, river, estuaries or surrounding areas to promote
healthy waterways and to encourage more fish. Anyone can apply - fishing clubs, community groups,
local councils and individuals - as long as the projects are focused on enhancing and rehabilitating
degraded fish habitat.
Why not work with a local landholder to improve their riverfront to manage stock and replant native
vegetation? It will help the farmer by preventing stock losses and will help the fish by providing water
temperature regulation, shelter and food.
Suitable projects include:


removing invasive weeds and re-establishing native vegetation on our riverbanks;



restoring and stabilising eroded river banks;



re-snagging waterways; and



removing barriers to fish movement by improving road crossings or weirs.

Applications close 18 September 2017.
Guidelines, application forms, case studies and previously funded projects can be found
here: http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/hag

Protecting our places grants
The Protecting Our Places grants program for Aboriginal
community groups and organisations is now open for applications!
Grants of up to $65,000 are available. The closing date is 3 pm
Monday 4th September 2017. Find out more
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/pop.htm
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Inspiring Entrepreneurs grants
Grants of up to $20K are offered by the Australian government for community organisations to set up
spaces offering students hands-on experience blending science, technology, engineering and maths with
entrepreneurship. Ongoing until funds exhausted. More? CLICK

$1.3bn Regional Growth Fund
NSW Government has recently announced a $1.3bn Regional Growth Fund. Eligible organisations
include local governments, industry and community organisations, as well as regional organisations.
More? https://www.nsw.gov.au/improving-nsw/regional-nsw/regional-growth-fund/

ANZ seeds of renewal funding
$250,000 is up for grabs which is distributed through grants of up to $15,000 to community organisations
for projects that will help their community thrive. Community groups can apply for a funding grant or for
IT equipment. Applications close at 5pm on Friday, 4 August 2017. http://www.anz.com/smallbusiness/agribusiness/supporting-community/

Weed of the Month
This month’s weed of the month is Wandering Dew Tradescantia fluminensis.
Originating from South America a perennial, prostrate succulent herb with sparse fibrous roots. The
stems branch and root at the joints. Leaves are almost stalkless and hairless. The flowers have white
petals and flowers in Spring to Summer, sometimes in late winter.
It smothers native ground covers and can prevent germination of tree species. It is shade tolerant so
can establish in healthy forest. It is widespread in higher rainfall areas.
It can reproduce and disperse through seeds and vegetatitvely, commonly through dumping of garden
rubbish.
There are many similar native species Commelina cyanea,Scurvy Weed which has blue flowers and has a denser root system. Aneilema biflorum, has
smaller, finer leaves and flowers with a finely wavy margin on the leaf.
For more information on how to control these weeds and other weeds in the
shire please visit the Byron Shire Council website and you will find weed
profile sheets: http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/weed-profiles
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WORKING BEES - why not get out and get involved in one
of our local groups?
For all Landcare Working Bees please wear protective clothing - long pants, long-sleeved shirt, closedin shoes, hat, gloves and bring water, sunscreen, and insect repellent. Please always contact the
groups co-ordinators before attending a working bee as plans do change!

Brunswick Heads Dunecare
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

4th Sunday of the month 8:00am – 11:00am
Meet in North Beach Car Park
Jordan Moore brunswickheadsdunecare@gmail.com 0413 962 468 txt mess pls

Yallakool Reserve Landcare, Ocean Shores
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

each Friday at 8.30 am
corner of Yallakool Drive and Warrambool Road, Ocean Shores
Felicity Watson 0467 650 140
or David Kemp dnkemp77@gmail.com 0427 650 861

Green and Clean Awareness Team, Byron Bay
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

3rd Sunday of the month 9:00am
Meet Main Beach, Byron Bay
Veda Turner vedaturner@gmail.com 0427 857 991

Heritage Park Landcare, Mullumbimby
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

alternate Saturdays 9:00am – 11:00 am
Heritage Park, Mullumbimby
Diana Hughes bromspot@gmail.com

Jinangong Landcare, Ocean Shores
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

1st Sunday of the month
The Tunnel Road, Ocean Shores
Ian Parer ianparer@hotmail.com

Lower Mullum Creek Landcare, Mullumbimby
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

2nd Sunday of the month
find out from Rita de Heer
Rita de Heer 02 6684 1495

rdeheer1@bigpond.com

South New Brighton Dunecare
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:

1st Friday of the month 1:30pm - 4:30pm
Meet at southern end of the Esplanade at the Strand beach access point.
Robyn Bolden robyn.bolden@australis.net 6680 1970

Suffolk Park Dunecare
WHEN:
CONTACT:

1st Saturday of the month
Helen Brown hellyh@bigpond.com 6685 4964

Tyagarah Landcare
WHEN:
WHERE:
CONTACT:
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Each Thursday 9:00am – 11:00am
23 Prestons Lane, Tyagarah
Bela Allen bela_allen@yahoo.com 6684 7113

LINKS
























Arakwal http://arakwal.com.au/
Border Rangers Alliance http://www.greateasternranges.org.au/border-ranges/overview/overview
Bangalow River and Landcare http://www.bangalowlandcare.org.au/
Big Scrub Landcare https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/
Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/
Byron Bird Buddies http://www.byronbirdbuddies.com.au/
Byron Community College http://www.byroncollege.org.au/
Byron Shire Council http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/
EnviTE www.envite.org.au
Environmental Trust http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/envtrust.htm
Ewingsdale Locality Group (BVL) http://ewingsdale.org.au/#/landcare/4532495308
Rous County Council (formerly Far North Coast Weeds) http://rous.nsw.gov.au/
Friends of the Koala www.friendsofthekoala.org
North Coast Local Land Services http://northcoast.lls.nsw.gov.au/
Northern Landcare Support Services http://www.nlss.com.au/
Mullumbimby Community Gardens http://mullumcommunitygarden.wordpress.com/
North Coast nature http://www.northcoastnature.org.au/
Richmond Landcare Inc. http://www.richmondlandcare.org/
Soilcare http://www.soilcare.org
Suffolk Park Locality Group (BVL) www.landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/suffolk-park-dunecare-group
Tweed Landcare Inc. http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/
Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/
Wetlandcare Australia http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php

For information about Landcare or other natural resource issues in Byron shire
please contact
Landcare Community Support Officer
Alison Ratcliffe 66267028 (Tuesday and Wednesday)
email: alison.ratcliffe@byron.nsw.gov.au

This newsletter is funded through the Community Capacity Support program which is
supported by North Coast Local Land Services, through funding from the National
Landcare Programme and from the NSW Government’s Catchment Action NSW and
supported by Byron Shire Council.
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