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Newsletter for  

     Landcare and Dunecare  

in Byron Shire  

http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/                                            

September 2016 

SEPTEMBER 2     Wildlife Connections Field Day 

 21 ï 22 National Landcare Conference 

OCTOBER 16   Big Scrub Day 

Intrepid Landcare  by Alison Ratcliffe 

We had a wonderful day on our inaugural 

Intrepid Landcare Day.  The sun shone even 

though the wind was howling.  14 young 

people came to help us weed a 70 m length 

of the bank of Simpsons Creek in South 

Beach Park, Brunswick Heads.  We planted 

50 local native shrubs and ground covers 

along the creek and cleaned up a whole 

load of rubbish .  Thank you to the 

generosity of Sticky Fingers, Star Fish and 

Yamis for providing us with a delicious 

lunch.  After lunch Simon and Rob from 

Byron Bay Eco Cruises and Kayaks took us down the river on their 

purpose built boat.  We then kayaked up Minjimbil Creek.  We saw lots of 

bird life and learnt a lot about the river.  Thank you Simon and everyone 

for a brilliant day! 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1506048359640096/
http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/
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Big Scrub Rainforest Day Announces Bob Brown as 
Keynote Speaker 

 

PROGRAM RELEASED TODAY http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/BigScrub2016-Program-WEB.pdf  

 
 
 
 

http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/BigScrub2016-Program-WEB.pdf
http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/BigScrub2016-Program-WEB.pdf
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Bob Brown (Photo courtesy Matthew Newton) 

Environmentalist, chair of the Bob Brown 

Foundation and founder of Bush Heritage Australia 

will be Keynote Speaker for the 18th annual Big 

Scrub Rainforest Day being held on Sunday, 16 

October 2016 at Rocky Creek Dam.  His 

appearance will be a special treat for the Northern 

Rivers community.  

Bob Brown was born and educated in rural NSW 

and worked as a doctor in Australia and the UK 

before moving to Tasmania in 1972 to search for the 

legendary thylacine.  He helped to establish the Wilderness Society and was soon the face of the 

campaign that saved the Franklin River in 1983.  He has been a successful high-profile environmental 

activist since that time.   

He was elected to the Tasmanian state parliament in 1982 and during his ten-year tenure most notably 

achieved gun law reform, gay law reform and the expansion of the Tasmanian World Heritage Area.   

In 1996, Bob was elected to the Senate, where he led the national debate for 16 years on issues 

including climate change, water, preventative healthcare, conservation, and human rights. 

Bob resigned from the Senate in June 2012 to establish the Bob Brown Foundation, a not for profit 

organisation dedicated to supporting environmental campaigns and green causes in Australia and our 

region.  He is a published author and acclaimed photographer.  

Speaking from Tasmania ahead of his attendance at this yearôs event, Bob Brown said: 

"The Big Scrub is one of Australia's iconic rainforest landscapes and was once the largest continuous 

expanse of lowland subtropical rainforest in Australia, covering an estimated 75,000 ha of fertile basalt-

derived soils between Nightcap Range and the Richmond River.  Whilst only 1% of the Big Scrub 

remains in remnants and regrowth areas dispersed throughout the landscape, these patches of what is 

now critically endangered rainforest contain very high plant species richness, and provide habitat for 

thirty-three nationally threatened plant and animal species in a national biodiversity hotspot.   

These areas provide key stepping stones between coastal habitats and the hinterland ranges for many 

animals that need to move to follow food resources as they change with the seasons. Such connectivity 

is likely to become even more important as climate changes, underlining the need for remnant expansion 

and linkage through restoration, regrowth and planting in corridors. 

I am very much looking forward to coming to Big Scrub Rainforest Day on 16 October at Rocky Creek 

Dam to visit the Big Scrub and help promote the protection and restoration of this majestic landscape.ò 

Dr Tony Parkes (President of Big Scrub Landcare) said that: 

ñBig Scrub Rainforest Day is delighted Bob Brown will deliver the 2016 keynote address.   

To succeed in our task of restoring the critically endangered Big Scrub rainforest we need to engage with 

landholders and local communities throughout our region.  Bob Brown is an excellent ambassador for 

conservation and we are looking forward to welcoming him to the Big Scrub and to his contribution to 

what will be a great event.ò   

The program will feature presentations from some of Australiaôs leading ecologists, rainforest 

regenerators, scientists and naturalists as well as practical workshops, guided bird and rainforest walks, 

childrenôs activities, food, displays and stalls.  This yearôs event celebrates 30 years of restoration at 

Rocky Creek Dam.   www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au 

http://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/
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Subtropical Rainforest Plantation Field Day 

Timber Production on Small Farms for Best Social, Environmental and Economic 

Outcomes.  Topics for the Day ï Harvest to Market and Potential Carbon Offsets. 

Carol Neal, Specialty Timber Growers Group (STG) - Introduction 

Dr Joe-Harvey Jones ï motivation for planting trees and ówhere to next?ô 

Darryl Collins: STG member & timber merchant - Harvesting to marketing 

Dr Kevin Glencross (SCU) ï Biomass studies and potential for carbon offsets 

Alison Dillon - Forester, Dr Joe Harvey-Jones & Dr Kevin Glencross ï economics of 

farm forestry and wood production 

137 Taylors Rd, Eureka, NSW   Saturday 10 September   Times: 10.00am ï 1.30pm 

$10 per person (includes morning tea and field notes - BYO lunch) 

Please RSVP by 3 September 2016  to Joe Harvey-Jones on 02 6688 4257 

or joeharveyjones@hotmail.com 

 

 

Sustainable House Day 2016 

Design Competition + Expo + Open 

Homes 
 

Make sure you save the date Saturday 17 September 10am - 3pm, Mullum Civic Hall. 

For over two years, Sustainable House Day Northern Rivers has provided a great opportunity for 

hundreds of people to learn about new and innovative ways of living sustainably. 

2016 is gearing up to be one of our best yet with a Tiny Homes Design Competition to inspires our 

creative designers, a one-day Expo to showcase the many different ways to become more sustainable 

along with our "Date a Designer" segment and our Open Homes Day to show us smarter ways to  live. 

Have you seen our popular website and facebook event? Visit now and register as 'going' to receive all 

the latest updates. 

. 

 

mailto:joeharveyjones@hotmail.com
http://www.sustainablehousedaynr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1823412277889267/


 5 

Bushfire 2016: Connecting Science, People & Practice 
University of Queensland, St Lucia, Brisbane 
28 - 30 September 2016 
Bushfire 2016 will be an engaging, informative and inspiring conference squarely aimed at connecting 

fire scientists, ecologists and students with onground fire operators, public land managers, land 

managers (e.g. natural resources, weed/pest, biodiversity), utility operators, planners and other fire and 

environmental professionals. 

Bushfire 2016 offers two days of concurrent sessions set in the beautiful grounds of 

the University of Queensland, with a catered poster session on the Wednesday 

evening. With further events and field trips to be announced we encourage you 

to join our mailing list to ensure you receive updates and alerts. Places are 

limited and based on enquiries to date we expect to see a great deal of interest 

when registrations open soon. 

http://www.fireandbiodiversity.org.au/bushfire-home  

 
 

Restore, Regenerate, Revegetate: 
Restoring Ecological Processes, 
Ecosystems and Landscapes in a 
Changing World 
 

Restore, Regenerate, Revegetate will bring together people from the mining rehabilitation, Landcare, 

carbon farming, revegetation, wildlife reintroduction and biodiversity conservation industries. The 

conference will attract significant media coverage, providing a great opportunity for you to showcase 

your organisation. 

The program will feature a star-studded panel of some of the finest restoration practitioners and 

ecologists in Australasia and overseas. 

The conference will be held between 5-9 February 2017 at the University of New England in Armidale. 

http://conferencecompany.com.au/revegconf2017/  

 

The Bush Food Living Classroom  
One of BVLôs locality groups - Federalsô Bush Food Living Classroom is now on 

Facebook.  Check out all the wonderful work Rachel, Mandala and all the kids 

have been doing. 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Bush-Food-Living-Classroom-in-Federal-NSW-

1225558640790755/ 


