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NOVEMBER 2022

 
Finally some sunshine!

Summer is just around the corner.
Tis a good season for some of our wildlife with reports from wildlife carers that animals and birds 

are breeding up with additional litters and clutches.
BVL are looking for new committee members, why not come on board the BVL family ship, a 

wonderful organisation. Nurturing and active. BVL keeps it real and gets things done. 
Become a committee member, you will love it! 

 
Thank you to Greg "Shanno" Shanahan who has been our articulate and amusing Secretary for six 

years. 
A widely read scientist with particular interests in marine ecology, stars and the universe and 

wisecracks, he will be greatly missed. 
He's off to build his dream home at Bonalbo. But he's maintaining links back here so he won't be a 

stranger to us and all those from this region who love him. 
Look out for that electric MG as it silently purrs between Bonalbo and Mullum!!

 The minutes will never be the same!
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Bush regeneration works started with the treatment of midstory woody weeds, such as a large thicket of 
Cestrum nocturnum. Further into the project coral trees and carefully selected camphor laurel trees

were treated. Care was taken to not destabilise the riverbank.
This has allowed established native trees to flourish, resulting in extra space and light in the canopy to 

encourage germination of native species.
During the project there have been 3 significant floods.

Planted trees on the northern side of the Brunswick River have a 90% survival rate.
The southern side did not fare so well with the loss of approximately a quarter acre of land, riparian 

plants and some mature trees.
Council and local land services have assessed the flood erosion to work out remediation and 

stabilisation as the erosion is threatening Mainarm Rd. The landowner started planting upstream and 
downstream from the major erosion site following on from the February and March 2022 floods.

Whilst Jason and his team from Wanganui Green planted out 1026 trees along the river away from future 
earthworks; including an additional 276 trees provided by Byron Shire Council as part of a compensatory 

planting. Riparian species were interplanted throughout the site.
Funding for this project was provided by NSW DPI Fisheries’ Recreational Fishing Trust’s 

“Habitat Action Grant Program”

Before and after 2022 major flooding, 
mature trees and 1/4 acre swept away.

Result after 2022 floods southern side of Mainarm Road 

 HABITAT ACTION GRANT
RESTORING FISH HABITAT ON THE BRUNSWICK RIVER MAINARM

Plantings survived flooding on norther side of the Brunswick River.
New plantings on the Southern side of Brunswick River.

Proximity of Mainarm Road to 
flood  erosion
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Byron Shire Council has a new draft Wildlife Corridor System that maps out the key links or ‘corridors’ 
between patches of habitat to help native animals move across the landscape and thrive.

 
The draft Wildlife Corridor System and interactive maps are on public exhibition and the

community is invited to provide feedback by Monday 28 November. 
 

“Byron Shire has high biodiversity so it is important for us to help our native plants and animals to 
survive and thrive in our increasingly man-made environment,” Byron Shire Council’s Biodiversity Team 

Leader, Liz Caddick said.
 

“One of the ways we can do this is to help them move safely between patches of habitat, so that they 
can find mates, food and seek refuge in times of natural disaster,” she said.

 
“Council’s new draft Wildlife Corridor System aims to do just that – by mapping out the key links, or 

‘corridors’, between patches of wildlife habitat, that allow native wildlife to move across the landscape 
where they were previously hindered or unable.

 
“We hope that the map will inspire landholders in the Byron Shire to take steps to help 

protect or improve wildlife corridors on their property. These steps could include planting 
trees, restoring degraded habitat or replacing old fences with wildlife-friendly fencing. Even 

in suburban areas there are many things landholders can do to help, including planting 
native shrubs, putting up a nest box, keeping pets indoors, or leaving out clean water for 

wildlife,” Ms Caddick said.
 

The new Wildlife Corridor System is not an overlay in Councils Local Environment Plan, so it doesn’t 
impact on existing land use activities. For example, rural and urban land use activities that are 
permitted under the Local Environment Plan can still occur on land within a wildlife corridor. 

 
“However, we are encouraging landholders to use the Corridor System to help make decisions that can 

benefit native wildlife on their properties,” Ms Caddick said.
 

Council has developed a wildlife corridor map and the community is encouraged to get online and 
have a look at where their property fits in our natural landscape.

 
“Even if you don’t live in a wildlife corridor, you can still help by being aware of where they are, and 

driving through them especially carefully between dusk and dawn when wildlife are most active,” Ms 
Caddick said.

 
For more information and to have your say on the Wildlife Corridor System, go to Council’s 

website and provide your comments by 28 November 2022.
 

NEW WILDLIFE CORRIDOR SYSTEM TO OPEN VITAL LINKS FOR 
NATIVE PLANTS AND ANIMALS 

https://byron-council.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=532e9d2041fc477882a550a8085e44ab
https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Your-Say-Byron-Shire/Byron-Wildlife-Corridor-System
https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Your-Say-Byron-Shire/Byron-Wildlife-Corridor-System
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A Flood Impact Assessment undertaken by Resilience NSW for emergency housing in Mullumbimby is 

now publicly available.
The document is on the Resilience NSW website and relates to work done on the preparation of land 

in the rail corridor, for 40 temporary units (also known as pod houses) for emergency accommodation.
The Flood Impact Assessment provides information on a range of flood scenarios for properties 

around the housing site on Prince Street, Mullumbimby.
Byron Shire Mayor, Michael Lyon, welcomed Resilience NSW’s release of the flood impact assessment 
document, saying residents around the site have been asking for the information for many months.
“People who live in that part of Mullumbimby were heavily impacted by the floods earlier this year. 

There is, understandably, a lot of angst and concern about the work on the housing site, especially in 
relation to the construction of the pad to elevate the units above the 1 in 100-year flood level and 

what impacts this may have on the neighbouring properties,” Mayor Lyon said.
“The Flood Impact Assessment contains information about flood modelling and the impacts of 

different flood events based on the final design of the site.
“It also details work that has been done on the installation of drainage channels and a property 

protection bund,” the Mayor said.
“While the report was developed using information from Council’s North Byron Shire Floodplain Risk 

Management Plan, Council has had minimal input into the document, other than trying to ensure that 
impacts be reduced or removed on neighbouring properties through the site design.

“I hope this document provides people with the technical information they have been asking for in 
relation to the flood modelling for the pod site and I am hoping it provides confidence and assurance 

to people about the impact of the development should there be any major flooding in the near future. 
“According to the report, there are 11 properties that will see an increase in flooding in a 1 in 100 year 

event, and 85 properties that will actually see a reduction in flooding in this type of event. Resilience 
NSW, myself and a representative from the flood consultancy conducted meetings today with 
residents and property owners potentially impacted by these works to go through the various 

scenarios and potential impacts resulting from the site works.
“This emergency housing is much needed in Mullumbimby as people continue to work on the long, 

difficult and emotional process of getting back to their homes. The stories of people’s lived 
experiences in one emergency housing situation after another are harrowing and I hope we can place 
as many as possible in this more stable form of temporary accommodation in the near future as the 

pod sites come online,” Mayor Lyon said.
Resilience NSW is building 40 self-contained units at Mullumbimby to provide housing for up to 160 

people.
The first units are expected to be finished in mid-December with the remaining ones to be completed 

in early 2023. 
To view the report go to the Resilience NSW Temporary Accommodation  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods/recovery/temporary-housing#toc-northern-rivers- 
temporary-housing-sites

 and select the Prince and Station Street Mullumbimby pdf link.
For media enquiries contact the Media and Communications team on 02 6626 7320.

 
 

MULLUMBIMBY FLOOD MODELLING REPORT 
RELEASED BY RES NSW

https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-11/Construction-and-flood-modelling-update-Mullumbimby-November-2022.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods/recovery/temporary-housing#toc-northern-rivers-temporary-housing-sites
https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods/recovery/temporary-housing#toc-northern-rivers-temporary-housing-sites
https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods/recovery/temporary-housing#toc-northern-rivers-temporary-housing-sites
https://www.nsw.gov.au/floods/recovery/temporary-housing#toc-northern-rivers-temporary-housing-sites
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-11/Construction-and-flood-modelling-update-Mullumbimby-November-2022.pdf
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135 Murwillumbah St, Murwillumbah NSW 2484
22 Tallow Beach Rd, Byron Bay NSW 2481
136 The, Summerland Way, Kyogle NSW 2474
7 Northcott Cr, Alstonville NSW 2480

Public exhibition of Tweed Bryon Hinterland Walk master plan
 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Planning and Environment (NPWS, DPE), 
proposes a multi-day walk on public exhibition for community feedback as part of the Tweed Byron 

Hinterland Trails project. 
The Walk master plan is the third of four separate master plans for different precincts within the 

Tweed Byron Hinterland Trails project. 
It will be placed on public exhibition from Thursday 27 October to Thursday 24 November 

2022.
The planned 36-kilometre walk is designed to be an immersive experience for walkers beginning in 

Mount Jerusalem National Park near the town of Uki and concluding at the new Minyon Falls lookout 
in the Nightcap National Park. The three-night, four-day walk will traverse the ancestral lands of the 

Widjabul Wia-bal and Minjungbul people of the Bundjalung Nation, passing through ancient 
rainforest, old-growth eucalypt forest and rocky tea-tree scrub.

The proposed walking track includes 27 kilometres of existing walking tracks and trails 
(park management trails and old logging trails) and eight kilometres of proposed new walking track. 

Three new remote, walk-in camps will provide basic facilities such as tent platforms and remote 
toilets designed to accommodate a sustainable number of low-impact walkers.

The walk is designed to draw people into the North Coast hinterland, bringing economic benefits to 
the local communities inland of the coast and helping to foster advocacy for environmental 

conservation and sustainability. 
The documents are available for viewing on the department website at 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/consult and at the following locations:

You are invited to make a written submission on the Tweed Bryon Hinterland Walk master 
plan by 24 November 2022.

 
Email your submission to: npws.northcoastbranch@environment.nsw.gov.au  

Make a submission via the website: www.environment.nsw.gov.au/consult
Complete the: survey 

Post your written submission to:
Manager, North Coast Branch

NPWS, PO Box 1236, 
Coffs Harbour NSW 2450

The submissions will be considered by DPE in finalising the master plan designs.
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au%2Ftopics%2Fparks-reserves-and-protected-areas%2Fpark-management%2Fcommunity-engagement%2Fwalking-tracks-and-trails-in-national-parks%2Ftweed-byron-hinterland-trails&data=05%7C01%7Caratcliffe%40byron.nsw.gov.au%7Cfb64cf8eb2344dd4bdbd08dab7d7ab5e%7C1026594f56234e7ca8a464c29791f2d9%7C0%7C0%7C638024434177806096%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0VaQAQvuvocnFG1z1Fm0zeZQo0t46ojkGhOsv60Kn8E%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au%2Ftopics%2Fparks-reserves-and-protected-areas%2Fpark-management%2Fcommunity-engagement%2Fwalking-tracks-and-trails-in-national-parks%2Ftweed-byron-hinterland-trails&data=05%7C01%7Caratcliffe%40byron.nsw.gov.au%7Cfb64cf8eb2344dd4bdbd08dab7d7ab5e%7C1026594f56234e7ca8a464c29791f2d9%7C0%7C0%7C638024434177806096%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0VaQAQvuvocnFG1z1Fm0zeZQo0t46ojkGhOsv60Kn8E%3D&reserved=0
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/consult
mailto:npws.northcoastbranch@environment.nsw.gov.au
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/consult
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FATmh5aE5wr&data=05%7C01%7Caratcliffe%40byron.nsw.gov.au%7Cfb64cf8eb2344dd4bdbd08dab7d7ab5e%7C1026594f56234e7ca8a464c29791f2d9%7C0%7C0%7C638024434177806096%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ghe2WAZjV2bSU%2BBu0%2FAhlvYXb27y0BgnC5kh3faVBOs%3D&reserved=0


 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-30/why-cost-of-groceries-is-going-up/101585744

Milk is 12 cents a litre more expensive than a year ago
Mince has gone up 8 per cent
Imported goods are more expensive because of a weaker Australian dollar

If you've walked away from the check-out lately feeling like you've paid a lot for a handful of basic 
items, your instincts are spot on.
Key points:

Grocery prices really have gone up and on Wednesday, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 
released the data to prove it.
It showed food and non-alcoholic beverage prices jumped a whopping 9 per cent in the year to 
September, helping push the overall inflation rate to 7.3 per cent, the steepest annual rise in 32 years.
When the ABS calculates its inflation rate, it does so by measuring the price of a basket of goods and 
services.
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RISING GROCERY PRICES ARE PUSHING UP INFLATION. HERE IS WHY 
BREAD, MILK AND MINCE ARE COSTING MORE

By National Regional Reporter Eliza Borrello

Common food items are costing more. ABC News: Sharon Gordon

http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletters/ 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-30/why-cost-of-groceries-is-going-up/101585744
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-26/inflation-cpi-september-quarter-2022-abs/101578650
https://www.abc.net.au/news/eliza-borrello/4852288
http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletters/
http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/newsletters/
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Where do turtles live?
Where do they breed?
Are there important breeding 'hotspots'?
What are the major causes of turtle decline?
Do the causes of decline differ throughout Australia?
How far do they disperse?
Are there important 'source' populations that help to populate other areas?

 Mounting evidence now suggests that many turtle species are declining across vast areas of Australia 
due to widespread drought, fox predation and human activities. To ensure their survival, some 
important evidence needs to be gathered, and it needs to be gathered quickly.

What data are needed?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Your help is needed
Australia's turtle populations and land managers need your help in answering these important 
questions so there can be appropriate safeguards put in place to protect turtles into the future.
You can assist by recording where you see turtles, where you see their nests, where turtles are seen 
or killed on the road, or evidence of turtles (such as skeletal remains).
Click on the link to find out more: 
https://www.turtlesat.org.au/turtlesat/pagecontent.aspx

AUSTRALIA'S FRESHWATER TURTLES ARE UNDER SERIOUS 
THREAT, AND THEY NEED OUR HELP FOR SURVIVAL!

https://www.feralscan.org.au/foxscan/default.aspx

FoxScan is a free resource for landholders, Landcare groups, 
community groups, local Councils, professional pest controllers and 
biosecurity groups. 
It has been designed by landholders for communities.
click on the link to find out what you can do. 

Record fox sightings or 
evidence
Photos from monitoring 
cameras
Fox attacks 
Control activities (e.g. 
baiting & trapping)

 

Hit the link to download the App

https://www.turtlesat.org.au/turtlesat/pagecontent.aspx
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Christmas beetles are large scarab beetles in the Genus Anoplognathus
There are 35 Christmas beetle species found throughout Australia
Many species are brightly coloured or iridescent
The larvae of Christmas beetles feed primarily on the roots of native grasses

CHRISTMAS BEETLE POPULATION PROJECT
Where have all the Christmas beetles gone?

Become a citizen scientist and help us find out why Christmas beetles seem to be on the
decline, by using iNaturalist to track these beetles around Australia.

Christmas beetles (Anoplognathus spp) are a group of iconic Australian insects that emerge in early
spring and are associated with Christmas. In the past, millions of these large, colourful beetles used to
fly around in December and January.
Sadly, Christmas beetle sightings appear to be in decline. There is currently no formal monitoring
program, so we don’t know how bad the decline really is, or if it is affecting all of the 35 Christmas
beetle species. We need the public’s help to track the population of Christmas beetles so that we can
identify species that may be at risk.

How you can help?
You can become a citizen scientist and help us track Australia’s Christmas beetle population! Beetles
should start emerging in November and will continue to fly until late January. If you see a suspected

Christmas beetle, take a photo and upload to iNaturalist.
If you can, take a photo of the top, bottom, back and rear of the beetle as this will help with

identification. Don’t worry if you’re not sure about identification: iNaturalist will use a machine learning
algorithm to help you make an identification. Include the hashtag ‘#christmasbeetlecount’ in the

comments field.
Christmas beetle fast facts

https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/our-research/research-areas/life-and-environmental-
sciences/christmas-beetle-population-project.html

https://www.inaturalist.org/
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MURRAY CRAY RESCUE OPERATION

A rescue and relocation operation is underway by NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI)
Fisheries to save Murray Crayfish impacted by poor water quality following flooding along the Murray
river.
Sean Sloan, Deputy Director General DPI Fisheries, said Fisheries has received reports of hundreds of
Murray Crayfish, a nationally listed threatened species, leaving the water around Swan Hill and Echuca.
“Extensive rainfall across most of the Murray-Darling Basin has resulted in increased inundation of
floodplain areas, causing poor water quality, including low dissolved oxygen levels through decaying
grasses, leaves, crops and other organic matter being washed into the river systems,” Mr Sloan said.
“When dissolved oxygen drops to very low levels, this can cause ‘hypoxic blackwater’, which can be
stressful for native species including Murray Crayfish, so they leave the water in high numbers.”
Mr Sloan said the rescued crayfish will be transported to Narrandera Fisheries Centre for safekeeping
until conditions improve and they can be returned to the river.
“The flooding will provide a significant boost for native fish communities in coming years, however it
brings with it some short-term risks as native fish must negotiate poor water quality over coming
weeks.
Murray cray rescue operation (nsw.gov.au)

Rescued Murray Crayfish at the Nerrandera fisheries centre

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/media-centre/releases/2022/general/murray-cray-rescue-operation#.Y1xB4FZotSA.mailto
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/media-centre/releases/2022/general/murray-cray-rescue-operation#.Y1xB4FZotSA.mailto
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THE WILDLIFE HAVEN IN A COLD WAR ‘DEATH STRIP’ 
NOW A 'EUROPEAN GREEN BELT'

BBC Sophie Hardach 

Rare birds sing in the shadow of old East German watchtowers. Wild reindeer roam the borderland
between Finland and Russia. Lynxes slip past Communist bunkers in the mountains of Albania and
North Macedonia. All over Europe, endangered species are finding an unlikely home on land where the
former Iron Curtain divided the region during the Cold War.
For decades, the border that cut through Europe was a brutal symbol of the hostility between East and
West, between the socialist and capitalist power blocs. Until the fall of the Berlin Wall 28 years ago, it
divided Germany into the Federal Republic of Germany in the West, and the German Democratic
Republic (GDR) in the East. 
But in this region where no humans could tread, plants and animals thrived.
Today, much of the strip of land along the former Iron Curtain has been turned into a “European Green
Belt”. This 12,500km-long (7,767 miles) green corridor links national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries from the Arctic Ocean to the Adriatic Sea, even branching off to the Black Sea. 
As climate change affects migration patterns, it has also become a vital escape route for species fleeing
northwards to cooler areas. And it all began with some intrepid bird watchers.
All along the former Iron Curtain, similar pockets of wilderness were left untouched during the East-
West stand-off. In the north, the forests of Norway, Finland and Russia sheltered elks and bears, and at
the southern end, in the mountains and lakes of the Balkans, lynxes and pelicans thrived.
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20190821-the-wildlife-haven-in-a-cold-war-death-strip?
ocid=ww.social.link.email

The endangered Balkan lynx, a subspecies of Eurasian lynx, roams hunting grounds across Albania, 
Kosovo, North Macedonia and Montenegro (Credit: Getty Images)

https://www.europeangreenbelt.org/
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20190821-the-wildlife-haven-in-a-cold-war-death-strip?ocid=ww.social.link.email


 

Once 'soil engineers' for 60 per cent of the continent, brush-tailed bettongs were almost wiped out after
colonisation. A rehabitation program has seen them, and the land, bounce back.
A group of 40 bettongs was brought from Wedge Island, just off the coast of South Australia, to the
mainland in 2021.
This year those animals were joined by another group of 80 from Western Australia.
While foraging, bettongs turn the soil in such a way that helps to control a weed called Cape Tulip, which
Mr Smith said rangers have been struggling to control for years.
The rehabitation is part of a program run by the Northern and Yorke Landscape Board, the SA
Department for Environment and Water, Narungga Nation Aboriginal Corporation and WWF Australia,
known as 'Marna Barnggara'.
"Once they’ve gone and got their tucker out of here native seeds will sit in these divots and once it all
gets covered over, the bush will do what it has naturally done for thousands of years,” Narungga ranger
Aaron Smith said.
To keep the animals thriving, the rangers have employed an intensive monitoring and baiting program
for introduced predators like foxes and feral cats, and have built a 25 kilometre fence.
Aaron Smith says these efforts are working - with Tammar wallabies, which were reintroduced in 2004,
increasing in number, along with several other native species.

“We’re seeing animals come back that we’ve never seen in the park before,” he said.

“I’ve got locals in the Marion Bay community just outside the park who’ve lived here almost all their lives
and never seen a goanna and in just one year they’ve seen five goannas.”
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/the-point/article/the-tiny-marsupial-helping-to-heal-narungga-
country/l1syqt3lz
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BRUSH TAILED BETTONGS SOIL ENGINEERS AND 
TOTEM FOR THE NARUNGGA PEOPLE

Kiera Jenkins The Point NITV

Brush-tailed bettong diggings at Dhilba Guuranda National Pak. Credit: © WWF-Australia / Tim Clark

https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/narungga-country-sees-brush-tailed-bettongs-re-introduced-after-100-year-absence/bm296k54z
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LA NIÑA AND NEGATIVE INDIAN OCEAN DIPOLE 
La Niña continues. In the tropical Pacific Ocean both atmospheric and oceanic indicators of the El 

Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) are consistent with an established La Niña, including tropical Pacific 
sea surface temperatures, the Southern Oscillation Index (SOI), trade wind strength, and equatorial 

cloudiness.
Models indicate a return to ENSO-neutral conditions (neither La Niña nor El Niño) early in 2023.

The Southern Annular Mode (SAM) is currently in a neutral phase. However, SAM is likely to return to
a positive phase during November and remain generally positive into early summer. During the 

spring and summer months, a positive SAM increases the chance of above average rainfall for parts 
of eastern New South Wales, eastern Victoria, and south-eastern Queensland, and increases the

chance of below average rainfall for western Tasmania.
The negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) event is likely to be weakening. All climate models indicate it 

will dissipate by December, consistent with the typical life cycle of an IOD event. A negative IOD event 
typically enhances spring rainfall across much of Australia but has reduced influence in summer. 

La Niña levels should dicipate by February 2023.
 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/wrap-up/archive/20221025.archive.shtml
 
 

ABC News

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/wrap-up/archive/20221025.archive.shtml
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REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE
 HABITAT USED BY BAR-TAILED GODWITS UNDER THREAT FROM AG 

RUNOFF. BIOREACTORS TRIALED TO REDUCE IMPACT.
ABC Rural By Jennifer Nichols

Bar-tailed godwits are the world record-holders for nonstop flight.  Alaska - Australia in 11 days, but
their habitat is being threatened by fertiliser pollution from farms and suburbs near Moreton Bay. 
About 20,000 shorebirds migrate from the Northern Hemisphere to Pumicestone Passage in 
Agriculture is just one of many pressures as south-east Queensland's population booms, but the
state's Department of Environment and Science (DES), Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
(DAF), horticulture advocacy group Growcom and Australian Pineapples have come together to
tackle fertiliser run-off into Pumicestone Passage with bioreactors.

Dr Irvine-Brown said the woodchip-filled bioreactor trenches worked best when the nitrogen level in
run-off was higher.
Runoff from agriculture has seen DAF senior scientist Stuart Irvine-Brown said the first bioreactor
wall in Queensland was installed on June 6, 2017.
"We've now been monitoring it for five years and it's still removing 100 per cent of the nitrogen that's
going into it," he said.
"They work by creating a home and a food source for naturally occurring bacteria, which use the
nitrate in the water to respire, or breathe, and then they convert that nitrogen pollution in the water
into normal nitrogen gas in the air," he said.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-10-28/pumicestone-passage-bioreactor-walls-
built-to-save-shorebirds/101518030

Stuart Irvine-Brown, is conducting a series
of trials. (ABC Rural: Jennifer Nichols)

Bar-tailed godwits. (ABC Rural: Jennifer 
Nichols)  

Constructing the bio-reactor is easy and quick to contsruct. (ABC Rural: Jennifer Nichols)

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/jennifer-nichols/9800958
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-27/bar-tailed-godwit-breaking-world-record-longest-nonstop-flight/101583748
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-08-10/pineapple-bioreactor-nitrogen-trial-sunshine-coast/8788008
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-10-28/pumicestone-passage-bioreactor-walls-built-to-save-shorebirds/101518030
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NSW LANDHOLDERS SIGNING UP FOR FREE HABITAT PLANTING 
PROGRAM IN EFFORT TO INCREASE KOALA POPULATIONS

Landline by Michael Rennie

A new project is aiming to tackle climate change and help save koalas at the same time.
Landowners in New South Wales can earn carbon credits by planting koala habitat on their properties.
The cost of the trees is covered, as is maintenance for the first three years.
Matt and Shae Bleakley live on Banyula-Saratini Farm, a 370 hectare property in Clunes.
They are planting 25 hectares of koala habitat.
This pilot program is called the Koala Friendly Carbon Farming Program.
It's planting a bio-diverse koala and rainforest habitat on private land, free of charge.
Those trees will earn carbon credits for the landholder over a 25-year period.
To qualify, owners must have at least 25 hectares that can be set aside for tree planting and
show evidence of koalas nearby with a focus on reconnecting fragmented habitat.
The New South Wales government has set a target of doubling the number of koalas in the state by
2050. 
NSW Minister for the Environment James Griffin says the $193.3 million NSW Koala Strategy, is the
biggest financial commitment by any government to secure the future of koalas in the wild.
"The challenge we have is 10 per cent of New South Wales is national parks, but more than 70 per cent
is held in private hands and a great percentage of that is also critical koala habitat," he said.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-23/koala-friendly-carbon-farming-
program-/101554146

 

Matt and Shae Bleakley live on Banyula-Saratini Farm, a 370 hectare property just outside the small 
town of Clunes.(ABC Landline: Michael Rennie)

https://www.abc.net.au/landline/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/michael-rennie/11138612
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WILDFLOWERS PROVE HIDDEN GEMS FOR WA FARMERS BESIDE 
FITZGERALD RIVER NATIONAL PARK

ABC Rural By Hayden Smith

Jen and Chris Biddulph value having wildflowers on their farm. (ABC Esperance: Emily Smith)

RARE QUEEN OF SHEBA ORCHID, 10 YEARS IN THE MAKING, SIGHTED 
ON WA'S SOUTH COAST

ABC Great Southern By Kyle Pauletto and Paul Cook
The Queen of Sheba, which only grows wild in the 
southern parts of WA, is one of the state's most 

protected species and can take between seven and 10 
years to flower.

 Belonging to a family of orchids commonly called sun 
orchids. These orchids trick insects into thinking they are 

other flowers which would normally supply the insect 
with a reward. Sun orchids give the insects nothing and 
the insect picks up the orchid's pollen on its back and 

goes away disappointed.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-06-27/rare- 
queen-of-sheba-orchid-sighted-at-bremer- 
bay/101185000 Terry Dunham

After buying the 2,500ha property in the 1970s, Mr and Mrs Biddulph decided to leave numerous shelter 
belts which have allowed wildflowers to flourish.
Apart from producing many attractive wildflowers, the remnant bush has also benefited the overall health 
of the cropping operation.
For Mr Biddulph and his wife Jen, wildflowers form an integral part of their crop and sheep farm's DNA.
"The natural vegetation uses a lot more water than our monocultural farming systems," Mr Biddulph said.
"These [uncleared] areas do actually prevent salt encroachment further down the downslope because 
they're using water upstream … you're actually holding up the water and getting better use out of the 
areas you do crop."
The Biddulphs will not clear any more land on their property, even if it was permitted.
The prize flower they look forward to seeing is the Queen of Sheba orchid which is not seen very often, a  
brilliant purple and gold flowering orchid. 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-08-30/wildflowers-farmers-ravensthorpe-wa-crop- 
canola-biddulph/101383422.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-08-30/wildflowers-farmers-ravensthorpe-wa-crop-canola-biddulph/101383422
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/hayden-smith/14004072
http://www.abc.net.au/greatsouthern
https://www.abc.net.au/news/kyle-pauletto/13352086
https://www.abc.net.au/news/paul-cook/13726538
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-08-30/wildflowers-farmers-ravensthorpe-wa-crop-canola-biddulph/101383422
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-08-30/wildflowers-farmers-ravensthorpe-wa-crop-canola-biddulph/101383422
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EVENTS AND SEMINARS 

GARIMAGALA BUNDJALUNG JAGUN - CULTURAL WORKSHOP 
 

We are inviting you to Namabunda for a Garimagala Bundjalung Jagun - Cultural Workshop. 
The proposed workshop aims to share some updates about the different work we are doing at our
Namabunda property. Some of this work includes riparian rehabilitation, bushtucker planting,
successional agroecology and placemaking. We are also keen to integrate and embed Bundjalung
ecological knowledge and language (IEK) into the work we are doing.
 Integrated IEK will also inform placemaking on the property in the form of interpretive design for
didactic and wayfinding purposes. 

We want to 
1. Understand more about rehabilitation of the riparian corridor and build connections between the
head waters of Youngman Creek and the Ngunya Jargoon IPA and Tuckean Swamp. 
2. Provide wayfinding tools for visitors and volunteers to navigate the site without disrupting
regeneration activities.
3. Feature Bundjalung names for landscape features, Big Scrub rainforest trees, animals, insects, and
their habitats.
4. Showcase the work rehabilitating the watershed of the creek and the riparian corridor. Bundjalung
Tribal Society (BTS) will work with Bundjalung Ecological Knowledge holders/Bundjalung elders,
language experts and design/placemaking specialists, to create implement a placemaking strategy
which is informed by innovative research in ecological management including Environmental
Restorative Justice, Agroecology, and Regenerative Agriculture/Tourism. We are very keen to connect
with other Bundjalung ecological knowledge across Bundjalung Jagun.



 

ABOUT BUNDJALUNG TRIBAL SOCIETY (BTS) 
Bundjalung Tribal Society (BTS) was established in 1975 to meet the needs of its Aboriginal
community, focussing on low-cost rental housing and emergency/ temporary accommodation. BTS is
committed to further improving service delivery and creating opportunities for Aboriginal people. We
have been providing sustainable Indigenous housing since 1975, we manage 19 houses (owning 15).
We also own and manage Namabunda Farm (30 ha) on the Alstonville plateau.
 

CURRENT REGEN WORK AT NAMABUNDA 
The NSW Environmental Trust is supporting the regen work at Namabunda to arrest further decline
and rehabilitate the ~3 Ha of waterway and riparian corridor of the uppermost portion of Youngman
Creek. A further ~3Ha of the property is set aside for showcasing the rehabilitation work, featuring the
intersection of Bundjalung knowledge systems and the Western ecological data. Our goal is to fully
rehabilitate this ~6Ha area of waterway and riparian zones and reinstate it as a Big Scrub waterway
corridor to significantly add to the Alstonville Reserves of lowland subtropical rainforest. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Tracey King, Chairperson of BTS, on behalf of the BTS Board of Directors would like to thank you and
look forward to seeing you at  
Namabunda Farm 112 Whites Lane Alstonville on Friday the 18th at 10am – 3pm. 
Morning tea, lunch & afternoon tea will be provided, please RSVP for catering purposes no later than
15th November by emailing namabunda.bundjalung@gmail.com. Please bring a hat and shoes. Let us
know if you require any assistance to move around the property. 
To get involved or for more information please email namabunda.bundjalung@gmail.com
or contact Tracey King 0435728192 or Tommy Dick 0402542132.
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This is a free one day workshop for landholders who want to improve their productivity and / or 
biodiversity, but are facing challenges from extreme weather events such as droughts, fires, flooding 
and landslides. We will hear from a range of experts offering their knowledge so landholders can 
apply strategies to deal with these issues.
Bookings are essential.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-resilient-landscapes-tickets-454652356437

mailto:namabunda.bundjalung@gmail.com
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Help you define the specific needs for your farm operation.
Explain the steps required to select appropriate Agtech devices and connectivity solutions for your 
farm.
Assist you in developing a plan to purchase, install and use Agtech on your farm.

FARMS OF THE FUTURE TRAINING PROGRAM
 

The Farms of the Future team are inviting producers to attend our 
Agtech Training Program in Wollongbar. 

 
 Date:  30 November, 2022

 Time:  8.30 - 4.30pm
 Venue: Hudson Conference Room

      Wollongbar Primary Industries Institute
      1243 Bruxner Hwy, Wollongbar

 
New on-farm digital technologies and connectivity solutions are transforming agriculture and offering 

new opportunities. But understanding which Agtech devices can help with the day-to-day 
management of your farm can be overwhelming.

 The NSW government has developed a training and grants program to encourage producers to adopt
new technologies.

 
The Farms of the Future (FoTF) Training and Grants Program aims to encourage farmers to adopt 

Agtech and on-farm connectivity to boost productivity and improve resource management, including 
water efficiency, drought preparedness and increasing resilience to climate change. 

 
Training Program 

The FoTF team and Tocal Ag College have developed a training program that aims to build your 
knowledge on Agtech devices and connectivity solutions, and how Agtech can save you time, money, 
labour, fuel and improve productivity. The Program will be delivered via a one-day workshop and will 

incorporate a mix of individual, group and experiential learning activities. 
 

The workshop will 

 
Grants Program

Successful completion of the course and development of an Agtech plan for your enterprise will 
enable you to apply for a FoTF Grant providing co-funding for your Agtech investment. Grants will be 

open for submission from January 2023 for eligible primary producers in the Ballina, Byron and 
Lismore local government areas.

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/climate/digital-agriculture/farms-of-the-future/agtech- 
training-program

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/climate/digital-agriculture/farms-of-the-future/agtech-training-program


 

Australian Biological Farming Conference and Expo 2022
 

Presented by: SoilCare Inc, Southern Cross University and Regenerative Ag Alliance

9:00 AM Friday, December 2, 2022 - 5:00 PM Monday, December 5, 2022
Southern Cross University, Lismore campus

Military Road, East Lismore NSW 2480

For: Anyone interested - farmers in particular - in soil health and its contribution to sustainable 
farming
What: Expert speakers will explain the benefits of biological/regenerative farming and how to improve 
soil health to maximise these benefits

For more information and to register
 www.australianbiologicalfarmingconference.org

 
Friday, 2 December

Pre-conference Farm Tours
Pre-conference workshop

5:00PM Delegate Registration
5:00PM Expo Opening

5:00 - 7:00PM Conference & Expo Welcome Reception
 

Saturday, 3 December
8:00AM Delegate Registration

8:00AM Expo Opens
9:00AM Conference Sessions Open
5:30PM Conference & Expo Drinks
6:30PM Conference & Expo Dinner

 
Sunday, 4 December
8:00AM Expo Opens

8:30 & 9:00AM Conference Sessions Open
4:30PM Conference Closing

 
Monday, 5 December

8:45AM - 3:00PM Post Conference Workshop
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Rob Shaffer in the vineyard

http://www.australianbiologicalfarmingconference.org/
http://www.australianbiologicalfarmingconference.org/
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CAROL AND HARRY ROSE PASTURE AND WEEDS WORKSHOP SERIES - 
WOLLONGBAR

 
FRIDAY, 2ND DECEMBER 2022, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM AEDT

DPI WOLLONGBAR 1243 BRUXNER HIGHWAY WOLLONGBAR, NSW 2477
 

This workshop is valued at approximately $150 per participant and funded by the NSW 
Government's Early Needs Recovery Program. 

Places are limited. Cancellations at least 48 hours prior will enable us to fill your spot with someone 
else, so the training cost is not wasted.

There will be a classroom component, so if you would like to bring along any samples (pasture or 
weeds) to be identified, please do so in a sealed bag.

Lunch provided, please BYO water bottle, hat and appropriate shoes for a paddock walk.
In the case of rain, we will continue with the classroom component to avoid cancelling the event.

 
Wollongbar 2nd December 2022

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carol-and-harry-rose-pasture-and-weeds-workshop- 
series-wollongbar-tickets-467355943207

 
 Grafton 30th November

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carol-and-harry-rose-pasture-and-weeds-workshop- 
series-grafton-tickets-467348831937

 
Rollins Plains 29th November

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carol-and-harry-rose-pasture-and-weeds-workshop- 
series-rollands-plains-tickets-467942327097

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carol-and-harry-rose-pasture-and-weeds-workshop-series-wollongbar-tickets-467355943207
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carol-and-harry-rose-pasture-and-weeds-workshop-series-wollongbar-tickets-467355943207
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carol-and-harry-rose-pasture-and-weeds-workshop-series-grafton-tickets-467348831937
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carol-and-harry-rose-pasture-and-weeds-workshop-series-grafton-tickets-467348831937
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carol-and-harry-rose-pasture-and-weeds-workshop-series-rollands-plains-tickets-467942327097
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FUNDING
FUTURE DROUGHT FUND: EXTENSION AND ADOPTION OF 

DROUGHT RESILIENCE FARMING PRACTICES GRANTS PROGRAM
 

Grant Category
Drought

Closing Date & Time
9:00pm 9 January 2023AEDT

 
Selection Process
Open competitive

Delivered on behalf of
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

A grant program to drive the adoption of proven and existing (Australian and international) 
research and development (R&D) practices and technologies that assist farmers in building 

drought resilience.
 

https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/Show
 

https://www.grants.gov.au/Go/Show


 

Completely smothers other plants limiting their growth or killing them.
Brings down branches and trees which collapse under the weight of the vines.
The weight of this vegetation can contribute to canopy collapse and ecosystem destruction.

Balloon vine is a fast growing vine native to South America forming dense infestations common along
creeks, near the margins of rainforests, and in moist gullies.

How does it spread?
By Seed
The seeds sprout above the ground rather than in the soil. They can remain viable for up to two years if
they remain moist. Viability is lost when they dry out.
The fruit can float and remain viable in freshwater or seawater for at least 6 months. 
Seeds are also spread by the wind and by people dumping garden waste.
 Root fragments spread by dumped garden waste.

Treatment
Physical removal by hand year-round.
Manual removal is best for small infestations. If the balloon vines are climbing over plants, cut them and
leave the top part of the vine to die. Pull or dig out all of the roots as plants often regrow from root
fragments.

Chemical control
Spot spraying 1:50 Glyphosate/water
For plants below knee high, apply herbicide to cover all of the foliage.  Remove the vine from plants,
place onto ground & spray with herbicide. For infestations growing into the canopy, cut the vine at head
height, lay the stems of the plant on the ground and spray any foliage remaining. If there is no foliage on
the lower parts of the stem, scrape and paint the stems or wait until the stems reshoot before spraying
them.

Scrape and paint 1:1.5 Glyphosate/water.
Cut the plant at head height and scrape the entire length of the stem to expose the green layer beneath
the bark. Apply herbicide to the scraped areas within 15 seconds.

Cut stump method
Cut large trunks or stems as close to the ground as possible and apply herbicide to the stump within 15
seconds.

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/BalloonVine
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WEED OF THE MONTH
Balloon vine Cardiospermum grandiflorum

https://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/Weeds/BalloonVine


WORKING BEES 
-Why not get out and get involved in one of our local groups?
For all Landcare Working Bees please wear protective clothing  - long pants, long-sleeved shirt, 
closed-in shoes, hat, gloves and bring water, sunscreen, and insect repellent.  Please always contact 
the group co-ordinators before attending a working bee as plans do change!
Bangalow Land and Rivercare, Bangalow
      WHEN:                 every Saturday   8:30am
      WHERE:              find out from
     CONTACT:         Noelene Plummer bangalowlandcare@gmail.com 0431200638 66874470 
Green and Clean Awareness Team, Byron Bay
      WHEN:                 3rd Sunday of the month   9:00am
      WHERE:              Meet Main Beach, Byron Bay
     CONTACT:         Peter Farmakis peter.farmakis@gmail.com 0488 715 565
Heritage Park Landcare, Mullumbimby
      WHEN:                Saturdays   9:00am – 11:00 am
      WHERE:              Heritage Park, Mullumbimby
      CONTACT:          Diana Hughes  bromspot@gmail.com
Jinangong Landcare, Ocean Shores
      WHEN:                1st Sunday of the month  
      WHERE:              The Tunnel Road, Ocean Shores
      CONTACT:          Ian Parer   ianparer@hotmail.com  
Mullum Town Landcare, Mullumbimby
      WHEN:                last Sunday of the month  
      WHERE:              find out from John Tann
    CONTACT:            John Tann johntann99@gmail.com
Ocean Shores Landcare, Ocean Shores
      WHEN:                each  Friday at 8.30 – 11.00 am (8.00am DST) 
      WHERE:              corner of Yallakool Drive and Warrambool Road, Ocean Shores
      CONTACT:           David Kemp   dnkemp77@gmail.com   0427 650 861
Tallowood Ridge Locality Landcare, Tallowood Ridge Mullumbimby
      WHEN:                Second Saturday of the month from 3pm (winter), 4pm (summer).
      WHERE:              Gathering Tree Pocket Park, Cockatoo Cres Tallowood Ridge Estate
      CONTACT:           Joanne McMurtry   jmcmurtry@bigpond.com
South New Brighton Dunecare
      WHEN:                1st Friday of the month  1:30pm - 4:30pm
      WHERE:              Meet at southern end of the Esplanade at the Strand beach access point.
      CONTACT:          Robyn Bolden    robyn.bolden@optusnet.com.au    6680 1970
Suffolk Park Dunecare
      WHEN:                1st Saturday of the month 
      CONTACT:          Helen Brown   hellyh@bigpond.com   6685 4964
Tyagarah Landcare
      WHEN:                Each Thursday   9:00am – 11:00am
      WHERE:              23 Prestons Lane, Tyagarah 
      CONTACT:           Bela Allen   bela_allen@yahoo.com   6684 7113
Can’t find a group near you? We have many other groups who meet on an ad hoc basis (contact us 
for more details) or if there isn’t an existing group in your neighbourhood or you are interested in 
looking after a particular area, BVL can help you to form a locality group under the BVL umbrella.        
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·     Arakwal http://arakwal.com.au/ 
·     Border Rangers Alliance http://www.greateasternranges.org.au/border ranges/overview/overview 
·     Bangalow Koalas http://www.bangalowkoalas.com.au/ 
·     Bangalow River and Landcare http://www.bangalowlandcare.org.au/
·     Big Scrub Landcare https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/
·     Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/ 
·     Byron Bird Buddies http://www.byronbirdbuddies.com.au/ 
·     Byron Community College http://www.byroncollege.org.au/
·     Byron Shire Council http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/ 
·     EnviTE www.envite.org.au 
·     Environmental Trust http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/envtrust.htm 
·     Friends of the Koala www.friendsofthekoala.org 
·     Federal Landcare Inc federalandcare@gmail.com
·     Local Land Services www.northcoast.lls.nsw.gov.au 
·     North Coast Local Land Services http://northcoast.lls.nsw.gov.au/ 
·     Border Ranges Richmond Valley Landcare www.brrvln.org.au
·     Mullumbimby Community Gardens http://mullumcommunitygarden.wordpress.com/
·     North Coast Nature http://www.northcoastnature.org.au/ 
·     Richmond Landcare Inc. http://www.richmondlandcare.org/ 
·     Rous County Council (formerly Far North Coast Weeds) http://rous.nsw.gov.au/ 
·     Soilcare http://www.soilcare.org 
·     Tweed Landcare Inc. http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/
·     Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://www.wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/
 For information about Landcare or other natural resource issues in Byron shire please contact

Landcare Support Officer, Alison Ratcliffe  6626 7028    
(Mon, Tues, Wed)   

aratcliffe@byron.nsw.gov.au
Project Officer, Rochelle Merdith  6626 7201   rmerdith@byron.nsw.gov.au

www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au
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