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Yallakool Tree Planting 
by Alison Ratcliffe 

On Saturday 1st December 19 locals 

turned out to plant just over 250 local 

native trees in Yallakool Reserve Ocean 

Shores.  This planting follows on from 

plantings between April 2014 and April 

2018 with over 1000 trees already 

planted.  The 4th photo shows trees 

planted last year!  

Yallakool are a small friendly group 

working in the reserve twice a week.  If 

you are interested in joining please 

contact David on 0427 650 861. 

This is the first stage of the National 

Landcare grant.  The next stage will the 

construction of a raised boardwalk and 

some upgrading of the track.  Watch this 

space for more updates.  

This project is supported by funding from 

the Australian Governments National Landcare Program.  

 

Fresh green trees or foliage for wreaths.  

$5 a tree. All proceeds to BVL. 

You'll be helping Landcare twice over!  These are 

slash pines Pinus elliottii and are a weed and are 

being removed from one of BVLôs locality group sites.   

Contact Jude on 0411 298 356 to arrange your order.  

For more info on slash pines https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/slash-pine  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1506048359640096/
http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/
https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/slash-pine
https://www.instagram.com/brunswickvalleylandcare/
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Plant ID Walk in Ocean 

Shores 

Friday 18th January 8.30 ï 10.30 am 

Join Yallakool locality group for a 

plant identification walk with a local 

ecologist. 

Numbers are limited so please email 

aratcliffe@byron.nsw.gov.au to book 

a spot. 

This project is supported by funding from the Australian Governments National Landcare Program 

 

Australian Biosecurity Symposium 

12-13th June 2019 

Government, industry and other interested parties unite for the 

inaugural Australian Biosecurity Symposium on the Gold Coast. 

Hosted by Animal Health Australia (AHA), the Invasive Species Council (ISC) 

and the Centre for Invasive Species Solutions (CISS), the theme of the Symposium is preventative 

biosecurity practices and will focus on research and innovation, outside-of-the-box thinking and the 

exchange of knowledge and ideas across the biosecurity collective ï agriculture (animals and plants), 

pest animals, weeds, wildlife, aquatics and the environment. 

The symposium will provide the ideal platform for diverse cross-sectoral discussion on biosecurity in 

Australia, said Kathleen Plowman, AHA CEO. 

http://www.biosym.com.au/  

The December issue of Village Eco News is now 

available.  Thereôs a great story on the 20th 

anniversary celebrations. 

http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2016/06/Village-Eco-News-Issue-26-November-2018.pdf 

Landcare NSW announces new Chair 

Landcare NSW has announced that Deputy Chair, Stephanie Cameron, will 

become the organisationôs new Chairperson, in what marks a significant 

transition for the peak representative body of Landcare in NSW. 

The transition marks the end of nearly 30 years of volunteer service to Landcare for outgoing Chair Rob 

Dulhunty, who was a founding member of Landcare NSW in 2007 and has served as Chair since 2012. 

The new Executive Committee consists of Steph Cameron Chair, Keith Hyde Deputy Chair, Hunter 

White Treasurer, Stuart Mosely Secretary, Bev Debrincat, Dale Stringer, and new executive committee 

members, Chris Post, Les Pearson and Marg Applebee. 

Outgoing Executive Committee member Bob Jarman, who stepped down from his role as Secretary, 

was acknowledged for his many years of service and valuable contribution to Landcare.  

 

mailto:aratcliffe@byron.nsw.gov.au
http://www.biosym.com.au/
http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Village-Eco-News-Issue-26-November-2018.pdf
http://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Village-Eco-News-Issue-26-November-2018.pdf
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Community Rooftop Solar Revolving Fund 

Zero-interest loans putting solar systems on the rooftops of community organisations.  

Funds are now available for your Community Rooftop Project!! 

To apply read the background information first. Then complete the on-line form. 

Good Luck! 

Contact Dave Rawlins: dave@corem.org.au for more information 04100 19997  

Byron Shire Council Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 

For those that could not make the meeting last week, Byron Shire Council would still 

love to hear what is important to you in terms of biodiversity. You can complete the 

survey on the yoursay page at https://www.yoursaybyronshire.com.au/biodiversity-

conservation-strategy 

Business Case for Landcare Support 2019 ï 2023 

Landcare NSW is working hard to secure Government funding and is also 

exploring other funding streams to ensure the Local Landcare Coordinator 

Initiative (LLCI) continues beyond June 2019. 

In September this year a business case for investment in the NSW Landcare Program 2019 ï 2023 was 

submitted to the Honourable Niall Blair, 

Minister for Trade and Industry, who is 

responsible for the LLCI. This was 

jointly developed by the teams at Local 

Land Services and Landcare NSW. 

In NSW, funding for Landcare support 

services is approximately $41 million 

between 2015 and 2019. This includes 

the $15 million provided for the LLCI 

plus funds from other state and federal 

sources. The LLCI ends in June 2019 

and other funding sources are 

declining. 

The business case covers a number of 

issues however it is built around Local 

Coordinators supporting local 

communities.   

We are working with the Minister and 

his senior advisors to scope out the 

best way to secure this investment. 

The Landcare community has 

consistently advised the Government 

that $32.5 million over four years is 

needed commencing July 2019 to build 

on the platform created by the LLCI 

and continue the momentum of 

rebuilding Landcare in NSW. 

http://www.corem.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CREF-EoI-background-doc.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vMrzszX3NU-XnQ611e3AhunDrP_dUZJNlfnidITi9J8/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:dave@corem.org.au
https://www.yoursaybyronshire.com.au/biodiversity-conservation-strategy
https://www.yoursaybyronshire.com.au/biodiversity-conservation-strategy
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Calling out for EOI - Young 

Farmers Leadership Council 

Seeking Expressions of Interest now : 2019 

Formation NRYFA leadership group 

Calling for 7 young farmer representatives from 

each of the Northern Rivers Local Government 

Areas. 

Its time to build the capacity of our regional 

young farmers network and we need your help. 

Seeking a core volunteer team to drive activity, 

funding and opportunity for the NRYFA. 

The NRYFA is important because it: 

¶ Builds and strengthens community 

¶ Provides opportunities for new friendships and 

business relationships 

¶ Promotes sustainable land use and ethically grown produce. 

¶ Offers cost-sharing opportunities for seed or equipment, price negotiation and labor pooling. 

¶ Creates a venue for continuing education, mentorship, and open dialogue 

¶ Offers young and beginning farmers a collective voice in their community 

¶ Provides a platform for advocacy and with government agencies 

For more information visit www.FutureFeeders.org 

 

CSIRO Research on Cape Ivy  

CSIRO is currently undertaking research into the population genetics of Cape ivy 

(Delairea odorata) in an attempt to determine its origins in Sth Africa and pathway of 

invasion into Australia. Cape ivy is a growing threat to northern NSW, which is 

considered its frontline of invasion in eastern Australia.  

We are seeking some small leaf samples of Cape ivy from central and northern NSW for our genetic 

analyses. We are particularly interested in collecting up to 10 samples from each of the following satellite 

populations: 

¶ Byron Bay 
¶ Lismore 
¶ Coffs Harbour 
¶ Port Macquarie 
¶ Taree  
¶ Forster  

CSIRO will send collection packs and paid return postage to weed workers who may be able to assist us 

with our collections. All collectors will be acknowledged through including sampling locations on an 

interactive map so that all participants can see how their contributions fit into the broader research 

program across the continent. 

Please ask any interested folk to contact Ben Gooden and Isabel Zeil-Rolfe directly by email 

(Ben.Gooden@csiro.au or Izzy.Zeil-Rolfe@csiro.au) or phone (02 6218 3896) 

 

 

http://www.futurefeeders.org/
mailto:Ben.Gooden@csiro.au
mailto:Izzy.Zeil-Rolfe@csiro.au
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STORIES to inspire and give you hope  

Onion Cedar  
Owenia cepiodora   
ï Discovery and Recovery in 
Nightcap National Park by Justin 

Mallee, Project Officer Threatened Species 

(Saving our Species) 

First the discovery. 

Marcel Proust wrote ñThe real voyage of discovery 

consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in having 

new eyes.ò While the eyes in this story are not new, 

they have had a renewed focus as part of the Saving 

our Species (SoS) Onion Cedar project. The result é 

a 600% increase in the number of individuals known 

to occur in the Nightcap National Park. 

Onion Cedar is a large rainforest tree with a glossy 

green crown that is renowned for both its smell (like 

an onion!) and, historically, for its timber quality 

(resembling Red Cedar). Despite years of botanical 

exploration in the area, Onion Cedar was considered 

extremely rare in the Nightcap with a total population 

of six individuals consisting of four adults, one sapling 

and one seedling. In the world of plant conservation a 

population of six individuals is generally not good 

news. With numbers this low a storm event and associated tree falls could result in local extinction. 

In 2017, SoS commissioned surveys to revisit the known individuals, assess the threats to them and, if 

opportunity allowed, look for more. The result was the discovery of a total of 37 individuals ï 13 adults, 

22 saplings and 2 seedlings. This is a major increase for the species and provides renewed hope for the 

future of the Nightcap population. 

Now the recovery. 

Historically, Onion Cedar would have occurred across the large tracks of forest that formed the Big 

Scrub. With less than 1% of its 

Big Scrub habitat remaining, 

the species is now confined to 

small isolated remnants 

including the aforementioned 

Nightcap population. Luckily, 

further to the west of Kyogle 

there are larger populations of 

Onion Cedar in the drier Hoop 

Pine dominated rainforest.  


