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Local Pegs app allows businesses
to offer discounted prices to
locals. You can opt to keep the
discount, tip the business, or
donate to a local charity 

..................................................................................
BRUNSWICK VALLEY LANDCARE IS A REGISTERED CHARITY ON PEGS AND GRILL’D

..................................................................................

Grill’d Local Matters have chosen
Brunswick Valley Landcare to be one of
the three local community groups for
this month. So if you grab a burger at
Grill’d Byron Bay we’d love it if you
chose us. 

Seasons Greetings everyone
As 2025 closes, we hope that your year in reflection is a positive one and that you get

quality time with family and friends.
It’s been a big Landcare year - looking forward to sharing another great one with you

in 2026.

Happy holidays from the BVL Team
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BVL NEWS  
BVL AGM and Christmas party

Thanks to all who joined us in late November for BVL’s Annual General Meeting and Christmas party
- you made it such a lovely gathering! Big shout out to President Pete & Julie for feeding us, and to all
who brought contributions to the festive lunch table.
It’s always inspiring hearing about the great work being done across the Shire by BVL’s dedicated
locality groups. Congratulations to returning volunteer Committee members Pete, Jenny, Sue, Doug,
Rob and Caroline, we’re so lucky to have you. To Felicity & Deja, a sad farewell with our huge thanks
for your service. And welcome aboard incoming Committee members Stephanie and Jo!

............................................................................

Images: Harry Hackett
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NSW State of Volunteering Report

............................................................................

In his AGM President’s Report, Peter Ryan referred to some newly released stats in the 2025 NSW
State of Volunteering Report and they tell a big story. People power!

You can find a copy of the full report here

https://www.volunteering.com.au/2025-nsw-state-of-volunteering-report/
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Landcare Australia’s Annual Report

Reporting, reporting, reporting, stats, stats, stats.......as it happens when wrapping a year, we
get to see a lot of figures. For those of you interested in the big picture, what we as
Landcarers  are all a part of, Landcare Australia recently published their Annual Report with
the above summary stats. You can read a copy of the full report here

Landcare Australia mag
And while we’re on Landcare
Australia, there’s a great
article on what community
are doing in the Burnett
catchment in QLD to save
endangered Greater Gliders.

If you’re up for some holiday
reading, check out the latest
Landcare Aust mag here 

............................................................................

https://issuu.com/landcareaustralia/docs/annual_report_landcare_australia_2025?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Landlink%3A%20New%20Healthy%20Cities%20Landcare%20Grant%20Projects%20%2B%20Share%20Your%20Story%20with%20Us%21&utm_campaign=Landlink%20%7C%20October%20%28Copy%29
https://issuu.com/landcareaustralia/docs/landcare_in_focus_magazine_november_2025?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Exclusive%20for%20Subscribers%3A%20Landcare%20in%20Focus%20November%202025%20%F0%9F%8C%BF&utm_campaign=Landcare%20In%20Focus%20-%20Nov%202025
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Tech Meets Nature Showcase content released

If summer viewing is more your thing than summer reading, the Glossy Black Conservancy have
just made full recordings available for the Tech Meets Nature Showcase that ran at Griffith
University on the Gold Coast for 2025 Science Week.

Held as a hybrid event at Griffith University, the Showcase featured live presentations,
demonstrations, and discussions on tools like acoustic monitoring, drones, AI, eDNA, and 4G
cameras — showing how technology is reshaping what communities can achieve for nature. 
For all kinds of species. You can view the range of excellent content here

............................................................................

Bandicoot Book Corner
And for the younger ones in our lives,
Junior Landcare have just launched
Bandicoot Book Corner - a resource
for educators to find out about
inspiring and beautiful books that will
encourage children to learn about
Australian Nature and the
environment.   

It’s pretty cute. The new Bandicoot
Book Corner book of the month is:
The Last Hollow by Ben Dessen and
Tay Timoney.
Head to the bookclub here

https://glossyblack.org.au/tech-meets-nature-showcase/
https://juniorlandcare.org.au/bandicoot-book-corner/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Junior%20Landcare%20%7C%20Holiday%20Highlights%20%2B%20New%202026%20Calendar%20for%20Educators&utm_campaign=Junior%20Landcarer%20%7COctober%20%28Copy%29
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BVL NEWS
Queensland Fruit Fly Biocontrol - can you help this PhD

student out?

............................................................................

julian.brown1@student.unimelb.edu.au

mailto:julian.brown1@student.unimelb.edu.au
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NSW Saving our Species news

Nice little 2025 recap with video and all from the team at NSW Saving our Species, working
to conserve and protect threatened plant and animal species. Some important reminders
too about the holidays - how to protect shorebirds if you’re headed to the beach and stay
alert for koalas (and all wildlife) on your road trip.
You can see the December and previous editions here

............................................................................

Expression of Interest to Register Your Land
with Landcare Australia for Planting Projects

Each year, Landcare Australia conducts planting projects on a range of properties around
Australia on behalf of various partners. Landcare Australia is building a database of land
available for future planting projects. By registering your land, you’ll be considered for funding
and project opportunities as they become available, helping to restore and protect Australia’s
natural environment.

This opportunity is open to landholders, Traditional Owners, First Nations organisations,
primary producers, environmental not-for-profit organisations, and government agencies.
Together, we can deliver high-quality, on-ground outcomes that benefit both the environment
and agriculture. If your project meets the criteria of one of our funding partners, Landcare
Australia will contact you directly.

For more information: https://landcareaustralia.org.au/what-we-do/register-your-land/

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=0c5b3dfce32bfb9d7e4ae23f1&id=f6e825b00d
https://landcareaustralia.acemlnb.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDFJaSe784rzd-4VOBs1X-muwAijM4xXqQ2JIah68F~yUy.zuZt1Y2mjdU~jvYwX5PJJeHNU535yd5MwSbc1k


Great to see the progress being made down at the Mullum & District Neighbourhood Centre,
with establishment of new permaculture food gardens. Permaculture practitioner and teacher
Sharon Gibson is leading the charge, supported by the wonderful MDNC staff, with early stage

project design input from BVL. The garden is open to anyone from the community who would like
to learn about growing and managing a seasonal permaculture garden. 

Sharon leads sessions on Wednesdays each week between 10am - 2pm. All welcome.

Some of the fresh organic produce goes to MDNC’s vital community meals program.
 When we visited there was cucumber, eggplant, tomatoes, strawberries & bok choy pumping.
The healthy looking watermelons were sown at the request of local teenagers who have been

part of the program. There’s a full composting system on site too helping the produce to power.
Head down to check it out if you can.

............................................................................
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BVL NEWS
Mullum & District Neighbourhood Centre Food Gardens

Above: Sharon with Paul and Chad, proud of
their produce, left and above left. 

Images: Harry Hackett



Bush Heritage Australia’s Big Sky Country podcast returns with a season of evidence-
based optimism, pairing First Nations knowledge with science to shine a light on practical
solutions to the climate crisis.

As a wildlife biologist, Big Sky Country podcast host Tiahni Adamson doesn’t sugar-coat
the state of the climate crisis. But she believes we can find answers through research –
and is channelling this sense of practical hope into Big Sky Country, the podcast she hosts
with Bush Heritage Australia.
“We have the skills and the wisdom,” says Adamson, the 2024 Young Australian of the
Year for South Australia. “We just need to listen to the right voices and inject energy,
funds and understanding into these places to have a better future. When we give nature a
chance, it flourishes and thrives.”

The third season of Big Sky Country podcast takes an inclusive and evidence-based look
at practical solutions to a warming world, from regenerative farming to cultural burning.

View the full article here
The Podcast title is Big Sky Country, by Bush Heritage and is available wherever you get
your podcasts.

............................................................................
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BVL NEWS  
From country to coast, this podcast maps climate action at work

Article published by The Guardian 14 November 2025 

Dr Bob Brown remains hopeful about the future of our environment, despite ongoing challenges. Photo: Bee Stephens

https://www.theguardian.com/bush-heritage-big-sky-thinking/2025/nov/14/from-country-to-coast-this-podcast-maps-climate-action-at-work
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News from the Byron Farmers Network

Byron Shire Regenerative Agriculture Small Grant recipients announced
Byron Shire Council is pleased to announce the recipients of its 2025–26 Regenerative
Agriculture
Small Grants Program, with three local graziers each receiving $3,500 to deliver projects
that improve
land health, productivity, and biodiversity.
The grant winners include:

Felix Vergara (Myocum) – Adaptive total grazing project
Sean Houlahan (Booyong) – Holistic grazing and livestock integration project
Barry Morrison (Georges Farm, Skinners Shoot) – Adaptive grazing project

Over the next 12 months, these landholders will implement regenerative grazing practices
designed
to enhance soil quality, protect riparian zones, and build climate resilience. We look
forward to more
ideas and new initiatives from all our Byron Shire farmers when applications for the next
Regenerative Agriculture Small Grant Program opens in August 2026. Case studies of last
years projects can be viewed on Byron Shire’s Regenerative Agriculture page:

 Regenerative Agriculture Small Grants Program - Byron Shire Council

Grounded Festival 2026 heads to the Otway Ranges in Victoria April 22-23
GROUNDED is for farmers, growers, soil lovers, food systems thinkers, nutritionists, school
garden enthusiasts and their friends. How to grow food better is important for
ecosystems, food systems, health systems, financial systems and communities.
Agroforestry is set to be a major focus at Grounded 2026 with this area of the Otway
Ranges home to one of the most successful and largest farmer-led Landcare groups in
Australia. The Otway Agroforestry Network has been working alongside local farmers for
over 30 years, showing how trees can boost productivity, restore landscapes and build
resilience on farms. There are bound to be opportunities for additional farm tours of
establish agroforestry farms, including Rowan Reid’s Bambra Agroforestry classroom.

When: 22  – 23rd April 2026nd

Where: Yan Yan Gurt West Farm, in the eastern foothills of the Otway Ranges in Southern
Victoria.

More Info: Home - GROUNDED Festival

https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Council/About-Byron-Shire/Grants/Regenerative-Agriculture-Small-Grants-Program
https://groundedaustralia.com.au/


The Common Indian myna is an introduced bird pest that decreases native bird
populations.
Myna's compete with native wildlife for nesting hollows. They evict and kill:

young kookaburras
rosellas
dollar birds
small mammals like sugar gliders and ringtail possums.

We have an Indian Myna Trap Loan Program for residents. 
Contact our Biodiversity Officer for more information on 02 6626 7000.

What else can residents do?
report Indian Mynas on FeralScan
prevent access to food waste, compost, uneaten pet food
feed pets inside
remove bird feeders
create a native bird-friendly garden by planting native plants, removing weeds and
providing a bird bath
turn outside lights off at night to prevent attracting insects
repair eaves and gaps in your roof to prevent nesting.

There is also a Byron Shire Indian Myna Action Group on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1174316790159857/ 

Byron Shire Council News  
Indian Myna Control Program

............................................................................
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tel:0266267000
https://www.feralscan.org.au/
https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Environment-Resilience/Biodiversity/Native-Wildlife-Plants/Native-Plant-Guides
https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Environment-Resilience/Biodiversity/Pests-Weeds/Weed-Control
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1174316790159857/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1174316790159857/


2025's featured critters hope you have enjoyed learning about
them - see you in 2026 for more critter action
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CRITTER CORNER
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Fontainea oraria is a rare rainforest plant growing near the sea on private property near Lennox Head. 
A survey in 2005 found there are only ten mature plants, and 45 seedlings or juveniles. Fontainea oraria is
listed as critically Endangered by extinction.

Description
Coastal Fontainea is a large shrub or small tree growing 8 - 10 m tall, sometimes with separate stems from
the base. Its elliptical leaves are 8 – 12 cm long and are dark green, smooth and shiny above and paler and
slightly glossy below. The leaf-stalk exudes a watery sap when broken. The flowers are small and white.
Female flowers are borne in groups of two or three while the male flowers are borne in small clusters. The
rounded fruit is ribbed, red, fleshy and slightly downy, and measures 2 – 2.4 cm in diameter.

Distribution
Coastal Fontainea is extremely rare, restricted to a small number of trees at Lennox Head in north-east
NSW.

Habitat and ecology
Coastal Fontainea occurs in remnant regrowth littoral rainforest on highly fertile red-brown krasnozem
soils derived from the basalt. These remnants occur on stony slopes within 1km of the sea and at about
50 m above sea level.
Flowering of the Coastal Fontainea occurs from spring to mid-summer although flowers have been
observed during other seasons.
The Coastal Fontainea appears to have variable periods of fruiting, with ripe fruit being observed mainly
in autumn.
The Coastal Fontainea is considered to be an obligate seed regenerator, which means it relies on seed
production and seedling establishment for continued persistence.

PLANT PROFILE
Fontainea oraria Coastal Fontainea 
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Information sourced from: 
Atlas of Living Australia & NSW Bionet

(Critically Endangered ssp)

Thanks John Tann for your fascinating presentation at the AGM - this month is for you JT!

Images credit M. Fagg

https://bie.ala.org.au/species/https:/id.biodiversity.org.au/node/apni/2917992#overview
https://threatenedspecies.bionet.nsw.gov.au/profile?id=10334
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SNIPPETS
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Article published by Bee:Wild
Bee:wild, in partnership with Avaaz and NatGeo Explorer Rosa Vásquez Espinoza, is calling on the
Peruvian government to recognize the Rights of Nature for stingless bees — granting them legal

protection for the first time in history.
Before honeybees ever buzzed across the planet, stingless bees were already tending the world’s first

flowers. Their lineage stretches back 80 million years — a living thread connecting us to the age of
dinosaurs.

Full story here: https://www.beewild.org/rights-for-stingless-bees

Mullumbimby beekeeper launches Bee Game

Article by Ella Sena published in Echonet 3 December, 2025
After eight years of designing, local parent and beekeeper Yari McGauley has just launched his

nature-inspired board game, Forage, The Bee Game on Kickstarter.com.
Local families may be familiar with Yari due to his work at Main Arm Primary, where he taught

students about how hives work, how honey is harvested, and why bees are so vital for our natural
ecosystem.This passion for bees and for teaching is clearly instrumental in the creation of Forage,
which mirrors the natural processes of bees. The gameplay is based entirely on these processes,

from the interactions between bees and other flora and fauna, to the effect of aspects such as the
seasons.

Full story here: https://www.echo.net.au/2025/12/mullumbimby-beekeeper-launches-bee-game/

Rights for Stingless Bees

How the myth of ‘aqua nullius’ still guides Australia’s approach to groundwater

............................................................................

............................................................................

Article published in The Conversation 17 December 2025
Indigenous people have coexisted with Australia’s vast and ancient groundwater systems for

thousands of generations. Their knowledge extends back through deep time, before our current
climate and waterways. It offers insights that Western science is only beginning to quantify.

Full story here: https://theconversation.com/how-the-myth-of-aqua-nullius-still-guides-australias-
approach-to-groundwater-270374

Common household rat poisons found to pose unacceptable risk to wildlife as animal
advocates push for ban

Article by Lisa Cox published in The Guardian 17 December, 2025
Commonly available rat poisons pose unacceptable risks to native wildlife, according to a

government review that has stopped short of recommending a blanket ban on the products, to the
consternation of animal advocates.

The long-awaited review of first- and second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides – FGARs and
SGARs – has recommended the cancellation of some products, but a large array of waxes, pellets
and blocks could continue to be sold to consumers subject to stricter labelling and conditions of

use.
Full story here: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/17/common-household-rat-

poisons-found-to-pose-unacceptable-risk-to-wildlife-as-animal-advocates-push-for-ban

https://www.beewild.org/rights-for-stingless-bees
https://www.echo.net.au/2025/12/mullumbimby-beekeeper-launches-bee-game/
https://theconversation.com/how-the-myth-of-aqua-nullius-still-guides-australias-approach-to-groundwater-270374
https://theconversation.com/how-the-myth-of-aqua-nullius-still-guides-australias-approach-to-groundwater-270374
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/17/common-household-rat-poisons-found-to-pose-unacceptable-risk-to-wildlife-as-animal-advocates-push-for-ban
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/17/common-household-rat-poisons-found-to-pose-unacceptable-risk-to-wildlife-as-animal-advocates-push-for-ban
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EVENT 

https://events.humanitix.com/welcome-neighbour-byron-event-for-new-landholders-2025

............................................................................

https://events.humanitix.com/welcome-neighbour-byron-event-for-new-landholders-2025
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WEED OF THE MONTH

Continued over.....

Continuing our revisitation of the Top-6 Post Flood weed Fact Sheet series produced in 2024, 
this month it’s.....
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WEED OF THE MONTH

............................................................................

You can revisit the Post Flood Fact Sheet series on BVL’s website Resources page:
https://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/resources/kits-guides/weeds/

https://brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/resources/kits-guides/weeds/
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Landcare working bees

CAN’T FIND A GROUP NEAR YOU?

JOIN US

For all Landcare Working Bees please wear protective clothing - long pants, long-
sleeved shirt, closed-in shoes, hat, gloves & bring water, sunscreen, & insect repellent. 

Please always contact the group coordinators before attending a working bee 
as plans do change!

We have many other groups who meet on an ad hoc basis (contact us for more details) or if there isn’t
an existing group in your neighbourhood or you are interested in looking after a particular area, BVL
can help you to form a locality group under the BVL umbrella.      

CAN’T FIND A GROUP NEAR YOU?

Bangalow Land and Rivercare, Bangalow
     WHEN:              every Saturday 8:30am
     CONTACT:       Noelene Plummer bangalowlandcare@gmail.com 0431 200 638
Green and Clean Awareness Team, Main Beach Byron Bay
     WHEN:               3  Sunday of the month   9:00amrd

     CONTACT:        Peter Farmakis   peter.farmakis@gmail.com   0488 715 565
Friends of Lilli Pilli, Byron Bay
     WHEN:               1  Saturday of the month 3.30 pmst

     CONTACT:        Deb Jorgensen   deborah.jorgensen60@gmail.com
Maslem Arboretum, Heritage Park Landcare, Mullumbimby
     WHEN:               Saturdays   9:00am – 11:00 am
     CONTACT:        Diana Hughes   bromspot@gmail.com  
Mullum Town Landcare, Mullumbimby
     WHEN:               last Sunday morning of the month  
     CONTACT:        John Tann   johntann99@gmail.com 
Ocean Shores Landcare, Yallakool Reserve and Devines Hill Ocean Shores
     WHEN:                each Friday at 8.30 – 11.00 am (8.00am DST) 
     CONTACT:         David Kemp   dnkemp77@gmail.com   0427 650 861
Suffolk Park Dunecare
      WHEN:               Fourth Sunday of the month 8:30am – 10:30am
      CONTACT:        Rebekah O'Flaherty   rebekahoflaherty@gmail.com   
Tyagarah Landcare, Grays Lane Tyagarah
      WHEN:               Each Thursday   9:00am – 11:00am
      CONTACT:        Bela Allen   bela_allen@yahoo.com   6684 7113
Waterlilly Park Care Group, Waterlilly Park Ocean Shores
      WHEN:               Each Wednesday 8:00 am - 10.00 am
      CONTACT:        Ian Barker   barker5057@gmail.com   0403 001 946

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
Byron Bird Buddies
      WHEN:                monthly program of surveys and walks     
                                    for more info visit www.byronbirdbuddies.com.au
      CONTACT:         byronbirdbuddy@gmail.com   0428 864 378 

mailto:bangalowlandcare@gmail.com
mailto:peter.farmakis@gmail.com
mailto:peter.farmakis@gmail.com
mailto:deborah.jorgensen60@gmail.com
mailto:bromspot@gmail.com
mailto:johntann99@gmail.com
mailto:johntann99@gmail.com
mailto:dnkemp77@gmail.com
mailto:%20deborah.jorgensen60@gmail.com
mailto:%20deborah.jorgensen60@gmail.com
mailto:bela_allen@yahoo.com
mailto:barker5057@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.byronbirdbuddies.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Caratcliffe%40byron.nsw.gov.au%7C0d61ef3d74dd46b8121a08dd9ce3a281%7C1026594f56234e7ca8a464c29791f2d9%7C0%7C0%7C638839223917798701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O%2B%2BlYBaWBeg18ajhwV1uiKpSKvqxmC4xJrB7JOuEquk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:byronbirdbuddy@gmail.com


 
Arakwal http://arakwal.com.au/ 
Australian Association of Bush Regenerators http://aabr.org.au
Border Rangers Alliance http://www.greateasternranges.org.au/border ranges/overview/overview 
Bangalow Koalas http://www.bangalowkoalas.com.au/ 
Bangalow River and Landcare http://www.bangalowlandcare.org.au/
Big Scrub Landcare https://www.bigscrubrainforest.org.au/
Brunswick Valley Landcare http://www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au/ 
Byron Bird Buddies http://www.byronbirdbuddies.com.au/ 
Byron Community College http://www.byroncollege.org.au/
Byron Shire Council http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/ 
EnviTE www.envite.org.au 
Environmental Trust http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/envtrust.htm 
Friends of the Koala www.friendsofthekoala.org 
Federal Landcare Inc federalandcare@gmail.com
Local Land Services www.northcoast.lls.nsw.gov.au 
North Coast Local Land Services http://northcoast.lls.nsw.gov.au/ 
Border Ranges Richmond Valley Landcare www.brrvln.org.au
Mullumbimby Community Gardens http://mullumcommunitygarden.wordpress.com/
North Coast Nature http://www.northcoastnature.org.au/ 
Richmond Landcare Inc. http://www.richmondlandcare.org/ 
Rous County Council (formerly Far North Coast Weeds) http://rous.nsw.gov.au/ 
Soilcare http://www.soilcare.org 
Tweed Landcare Inc. http://www.tweedlandcare.org.au/
Wilson’s Creek Huonbrook Landcare http://www.wilsonscreeklandcare.mullum.com.au/

For information about Landcare or other natural resource issues in Byron shire please contact

Landcare Coordinator, Valley Lipcer  

www.brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au

LINKS
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0421 244 640 info@brunswickvalleylandcare.org.au
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